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military do so, not as Republicans, conserv-
atives, Democrats or liberals, but as Ameri-
cans. 

Madam Speaker, it is not my intention to ad-
vance a partisan message with this resolution. 
Nor is it my intention that Congress waste 
time and effort in exposing partisan hypocrisy, 
however tempting that goal may be. 

It is my intention, however, to make clear to 
the men and women serving in uniform, many 
of whom are risking their lives on foreign soil 
to defend our civil liberties, that it is not ac-
ceptable for anyone to accuse them of being 
‘‘phony’’ or false patriots because their political 
views may differ from those of their com-
mander-in-chief. 

To suggest that a soldier’s sacrifice is 
somehow made less worthy by expressing his 
or her opinion betrays a view of military serv-
ice so cramped as to be unrecognizable to 
most Americans—Republicans or Democrats. I 
can say with full confidence that that is not the 
opinion held by those of us who serve on the 
Armed Services Committee. Congress should 
make clear that it rejects this narrow view as 
well. 

That is the underlying purpose of this reso-
lution, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
embracing the underlying message. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CARL A. LABARRE, 
LATE A FORMER SUPER-
INTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, U.S. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, as chairman of the Committee on 
House Administration and of the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, I wish to pay tribute to Carl 
A. LaBarre, who served the U.S. Navy faith-
fully and well during his career, and who then 
brought a similar standard of service to the 
Government Printing Office, where he led his 
staff in improving public access to Govern-
ment information. 

On October 4,2007, Carl LaBarre will be laid 
to rest with full honors in Arlington National 
Cemetery. A Montana native who attended the 
University of Montana and later the Naval War 
College, the Naval Post Graduate School, and 
the Harvard Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration, LaBarre was a career U.S. Navy 
officer who retired as Inspector General of the 
Naval Supply Systems Command in Wash-
ington, D.C., with the rank of Captain. During 
his service he earned the Legion of Merit, the 
Navy Commendation Medal, and the Depart-
ment of Defense Joint Service Commendation 
Award. Perhaps most significantly, especially 
to those of us who have been watching Ken 
Burns’ latest documentary The War, then-En-
sign LaBarre earned recognition for service in 
the best tradition of the Navy on December 7, 
1941, while ‘‘effecting the rescue of personnel 
trapped below decks’’ on the battleship USS 
California, which was badly damaged in the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

As noteworthy as it was, Carl LaBarre’s ca-
reer did not end with his service in the Navy. 
In 1971, he joined the GPO as Deputy Direc-
tor and then Director of its Materials Manage-
ment Service, which was responsible for keep-

ing the GPO supplied with paper, ink, equip-
ment, and all the other materials required to 
accomplish its work. In 1975, then-Public 
Printer Thomas McCormick appointed him Su-
perintendent of Documents, a statutory posi-
tion which is responsible for the public dis-
tribution of all Government documents via 
sales, distribution to Federal depository librar-
ies, and the international exchange program. 
From that post LaBarre directed a nationwide 
network involving warehouse-based mail order 
operations, 25 bookstores in major metropoli-
tan areas, and depository libraries in virtually 
every State and congressional district; during 
his tenure, the numbers of depository libraries 
increased from 1,170 to 1,367, broadening the 
reach of the program across America. Sales 
also increased, from $34.5 million annually 
when he took office to $55 million by the time 
LaBarre retired in 1982. 

The hallmark of Carl LaBarre’s service as 
Superintendent of Documents was his effort to 
improve the management of GPO’s docu-
ments distribution operations and increase 
customer satisfaction. He adopted modern in-
formation technology and worked to make 
GPO’s customer services comparable with 
those of private-sector firms. In the Federal 
Depository Library Program, LaBarre sup-
ported the automation of the Monthly Catalog 
of U.S. Government Publications, which trans-
formed the world of bibliographic control for 
Government documents. He supported micro-
fiche conversion of Government documents, at 
that time seen as a primary means for pro-
viding depository libraries with scientific and 
technical documents printed in small numbers 
outside of GPO. He made the Depository Li-
brary Council an effective advisory body for 
the Public Printer and it remains so to this 
day. For his efforts he was commended by the 
American Library Association. LaBarre also re-
ceived GPO’s Distinguished Service Medal, 
the highest award the Public Printer can be-
stow, not once but twice for ‘‘his outstanding 
success in improving the management of the 
Documents operations and for creating an un-
precedented era of customer satisfaction,’’ and 
for ‘‘his exceptional leadership and his unpar-
alleled achievements while serving as Super-
intendent of Documents.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I have not had the privi-
lege of working with Carl A. LaBarre during 
my tenure on the Joint Committee on Printing. 
Those who did have the privilege attest that 
he was a remarkable man and a faithful, dedi-
cated public servant. On behalf of the Joint 
Committee and indeed the entire Congress, I 
extend condolences to Carl LaBarre’s family, 
friends, and former colleagues. 
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RECOGNIZING LES C. VINNEY 

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. LaTOURETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Les C. Vinney, a resident 
of the 14th Congressional District of Ohio, who 
retired at the end of September from his posi-
tion as President and Chief Executive Officer 
of STERIS Corporation in Mentor, Ohio. 

Mr. Vinney joined STERIS as Chief Finan-
cial Officer in 1999, and from July 2000 
through September 2007 he served as Presi-

dent and CEO. Mr. Vinney presided over a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth at STERIS, in-
cluding a growth in revenue of more than 50 
percent, a near quadrupling of stock values, 
and a rise in employment in Mentor from 
fewer than 400 employees to almost 1,000. 

Mr. Vinney has innovatively led the way at 
STERIS, transforming it from primarily a 
healthcare company to one that has adapted 
its proven technologies for new markets. Most 
significantly, he established STERIS’s Defense 
& Industrial Group to adapt and market 
STERIS’s technologies to help businesses and 
government address the risks of biochemical 
contamination. 

Following the anthrax attacks in 2001 that 
closed down much of Washington—including 
my congressional office—STERIS successfully 
completed the cleanup of State Department 
and the General Services Administration’s mail 
processing facilities. Since then, he has 
briefed me regularly as STERIS has success-
fully conducted collaborative research and de-
velopment work with the U.S. Army Edgewood 
Chemical Biological Center to adapt and mod-
ify STERIS’s Vaporized Hydrogen Peroxide 
(VHP) technology for use against biological 
and chemical warfare agents. 

Mr. Vinney is keenly aware that military ap-
plications can be applied to other settings, and 
has helped grow STERIS into a model for mili-
tary, public and commercial applications of its 
technologies. The cutting-edge VHP decon-
tamination system can be used to kill bacteria, 
viruses and spores in settings from operating 
rooms to jets, and was even used after Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

Beyond his work with STERIS, Les is a civic 
leader as well, and has served as Chairman of 
the Northeast Ohio Technology Coalition, an 
organization promoting economic and tech-
nology development in Northeast Ohio. He’s 
also served on the boards of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Cleveland, University Hospitals, 
the Greater Cleveland Partnership, and as a 
past chairman of the Lake County United Way 
Campaign. Outside Ohio, he also serves on 
the boards of Campbell Soup Company and 
the Advanced Medical Technology Association 
(AdvaMed). 

I wish Les the best in his retirement, and 
know how much he is looking forward to 
spending more time with his wife, Linda, and 
their family. On behalf of the 14th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, I congratulate Les on 
all of his fine work, and thank him for his lead-
ership for Northeast Ohio and the nation. 

f 

HONORING LCDR TRACY G. DEWITT 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, it is 
my honor and privilege to rise today on behalf 
of an Arlington, Tennessee resident, Lieuten-
ant Commander Tracy G. DeWitt, who has de-
voted his life to defending the United States of 
America. Please join me in commending Com-
mander DeWitt on a career spent serving our 
Navy and our Country. On October 1, 2007 he 
will retire after 24 years of service to a grateful 
Nation. 

Born and raised in Gravette, Arkansas, 
Commander DeWitt began his service in the 
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Navy by enlisting when he finished high 
school. After basic training in Orlando, Florida, 
Commander DeWitt completed tours in Diego 
Garcia and Pensacola, Florida before being 
accepted at Auburn University as part of the 
Navy’s Enlisted Commissioning Program. 

Commander DeWitt received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Management and was com-
missioned as an Ensign in August of 1994. He 
has served aboard many of the Navy’s finest 
ships, including the aircraft carrier USS John 
C. Stennis, the USS Stout, and the USS 
Thomas Gates. In August of 2004, Com-
mander DeWitt was ordered to U.S. Naval 
Personnel Command in Millington, Tennessee, 
where he served as the Head of Sea Special 
Assignments and the Head of Enlisted Sepa-
rations. 

Along with completing both his Master’s de-
gree in Management from Troy State Univer-
sity and his doctoral work in Management 
from Northcentral University, Commander 
DeWitt has received numerous citations to in-
clude the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy 
Commendation Medal, the Navy Achievement 
Medal and the Navy Good Conduct Medal. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in again 
congratulating Lieutenant Commander DeWitt 
on his record of service and wishing him, his 
wife Gillis, and their three sons Tyler, Justin 
and Andrew a fulfilling and enjoyable retire-
ment. May God bless him and his family. 

f 

NEW MISSION AT CANNON AIR 
FORCE BASE 

HON. TOM UDALL 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. UDALL of Mew Mexico. Madam Speak-
er, earlier today, the 27th Special Operations 
Wing (SOW) assumed control of Cannon Air 
Force Base, becoming the Western base for 
the Air Force Special Operations Command 
(AFSOC). This is a great day in the history of 
the Air Force, and I am proud to represent the 
brave men and women in uniform who will be 
serving as the ‘‘tip of the spear’’ at Cannon in 
defense of our nation. 

First, I must note the closing of an honor-
able chapter in the history of Cannon, the de-
parture of the 27th Fighter Wing. In October 
1951, the 140th Fighter-Bomber Wing was es-
tablished as the first Air Force mission at Can-
non. Over the next eight years, various mis-
sions and units were housed at the Eastern 
New Mexico base until 1959 when the 27th 
Tactical Fighter Wing was activated. Since 
that time we have seen thousands of soldiers 
serve at Cannon, providing the air support and 
fighter capability with great distinction. I would 
like to personally acknowledge Colonel Scott 
West for his steadfast command of the 27th 
over the past year and a half. 

The changing of command that occurred 
this morning swept in a new era for the base. 
Colonel Timothy Leahy, who is not new to 
New Mexico having served three separate 
missions at Kirtland Air Force base, has as-
sumed command of the 27th SOW. There is 
no doubt that this elite group of soldiers will 
bring substantial pride to our state and I hope 
that in the coming months they feel as com-
fortable calling New Mexico home as the pre-
vious occupants at Cannon. 

Finally, for two long years the communities 
of Clovis and Portales worked strenuously with 
unwavering determination to ensure that its Air 
Force base would not be closed. I want to rec-
ognize the tireless, selfless leadership of Gen-
eral Hanson Scott, Randy Harris, Mayors 
David Lansford and Orlando Ortega, and the 
entire Committee of 50 in working to bring 
AFSOC to Cannon. I am certain that the men 
and women of the 27th SOW will find assist-
ance, comfort and camaraderie in the neigh-
bors of Clovis and Portales. 

I look forward to seeing the years ahead as 
the 27th SOW grows and matures. In times of 
war and in times of peace, these dedicated 
soldiers will serve with staunch perseverance 
and patriotism. I am honored to represent 
them and I pledge to work with them as they 
continue the rich, storied history of Cannon Air 
Force Base. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CORPORAL JASON L. 
DUNHAM 

HON. JOHN R. ‘‘RANDY’’ KUHL, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mr. KUHL. Madam Speaker, the poem 
below was written by Albert Carey Caswell in 
honor of Corporal Jason L. Dunham of the 
United States Marine Corps. Corporal Dunham 
gave his life for his country while serving in 
Iraq, absorbing the brunt of a grenade explo-
sion in a selfless act of bravery on April 14, 
2004, thereby saving the lives of two of his fel-
low Marines. Corporal Dunham’s undaunted 
courage, intrepid fighting spirit, and unwaver-
ing devotion to duty in the face of certain 
death earned him the Medal of Honor, our Na-
tion’s highest award for valor, on January 11, 
2007. Corporal Dunham is survived by his 
family in Scio, New York. 
One, 
One Fine Thing . . . 
As to this our world, your heart so surely 

brings! 
All in your choices, 
All through your most sacred inner 

voices . . . 
As to our Nation, the blessings you’ve be-

stowed upon her . . . which so ring! 
All in The Face of Death, 
When, your oh so magnificent courage so 

seems to crest! 
For in these, are the things which so makes 

an angel’s heart sing . . . no less! 
All in that moment! 
There between life and death, A Freedom 

Fighter . . . at his best! 
All in these moments, of which we are now 

so left . . . to carry with us, until our 
deaths! 

Children of God! 
Who cry, when their brothers and sisters in 

arms . . . so fall and die! 
Yet, marching on . . . ever onward until the 

evil is gone, as where courage is born! 
To Give All! 
To Hear That Most Noble Of All Calls! 
To go forth, in that of death’s course . . . for 

One Fine Thing, While Standing Tall! 
To give up your young promising life! 
To go so boldly forth, all in your course . . . 

and so gallantly to sacrifice! 
But All, to stand In The Shadow of Death 

. . . and not look away, nor think 
twice! 

Rise . . . to Heaven, my Fine Son! 
Jason, for you in your angelic glow . . . have 

Heaven so won! 

As you died, so others may live . . . your 
life, the most precious of all gifts one 
could give! 

While, in That Moment, 
When, who lives and who dies . . . where the 

most splendid of all courage so lies! 
As it was you, Jason the one so who my fine 

son . . . The Congressional One, who so 
gave his life! 

As now I cry! 
Knowing full well, how so beautifully you 

died . . . 
Maybe a child, who’ll save the world . . . a 

boy or girl, from that One Fine Thing 
unfurled which lies! 

To bring, in your being . . . and in your life 
. . . 

Could you, would we, would you . . . the 
courage find, in this your life’s mean-
ing so divine! 

To somehow find, to give to this our world 
all in our time . . . but, One Fine 
Thing! 

f 

PSORIASIS AND PSORIATIC AR-
THRITIS RESEARCH, CURE, AND 
CARE ACT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 1, 2007 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today in support of the Psoriasis and 
Psoriatic Arthritis Research, Cure, and Care 
Act, H.R. 1188 and to encourage my col-
leagues to lend their support. 

According to the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) as many as 7.5 million Ameri-
cans are affected by psoriasis—a chronic, in-
flammatory, painful, disfiguring and disabling 
disease for which there is limited treatment 
and no cure. Ten to thirty percent of people 
with psoriasis also develop psoriatic arthritis, 
which causes pain, stiffness and swelling in 
and around the joints. On average, there are 
17,000 people living with psoriasis and psori-
atic arthritis in each congressional district. 

Cristy Boisvert is one constituent in my dis-
trict living with psoriasis. Cristy was diagnosed 
with psoriasis when she was six months old. 
Growing up with psoriasis was difficult. Her 
mother spent countless nights applying medi-
cation to her scalp, followed by countless 
mornings washing the greasy mess out of her 
hair before school. 

In junior high, Cristy played on the basket-
ball team. One day she wore shorts to prac-
tice, which revealed the flaky psoriasis 
plaques on her legs. Her friends stood around 
making fun of her. They called her ‘‘Fungi’’ be-
cause they said it looked like mushrooms 
were growing on her legs. You can only imag-
ine how much those words hurt her. 

When Cristy was 20, she began to think 
about whether she wanted to have children. 
She reflected back on all of the grief that living 
with psoriasis caused her and questioned 
whether she wanted to take the risk of passing 
that down to another human being. 

Cristy is now in her 30s, and she is ecstatic 
about the fact that she can do something posi-
tive about psoriasis. As an active member of 
the National Psoriasis Foundation, she is 
working to ensure that young people in the fu-
ture will not have to endure the same ridicule 
that she did. 
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